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ñThe earliest experiences of 

childhood reach long into 

adulthoodéEarly experiences 

establish the architecture of 

the brain and the 

developmental trajectories for 

the learning, behaviour, and 

health of individuals and 

populations.ò

McCain, Mustard and 

Schanker

Early Years Study (March 

2007)

Early Years
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PROJECT PURPOSES . . .

ÅTo find out about the developmental 

progress of the preschool children 

throughout Alberta

ÅTo find ways of helping communities 

improve the developmental trajectories in 

the first four years of life.
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Improved Early 

Childhood 

Outcomes

PROJECT GOAL
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·Criticality of the early years before school

·Importance of socio-economic influences 

on the family and early childhood 

development

·Important role of community support for 

families and young children

PROJECT CORNERSTONES
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THE EARLY YEARS . . .

ÅBefore age 5 

ÅSensitive period re impacts 

ÅCritical for later development



ôSENSITIVE PERIODSõ IN EARLY 

BRAIN DEVELOPMENT
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RATES OF RETURN TO HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
INVESTMENT ACROSS ALL AGES
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ñSES is associated with social 

and developmental outcomes: 

birth weight, academic 

achievement, physical and 

mental health, literacy, criminal 

behaviour and life expectancy.ò

McCain, Mustard and Schanker

Early Years Study (March 2007)

SOCIO-ECONOMIC INFLUENCES . . .
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ñStrong communities provide a vital support to 

families with young children by encouraging 

opportunities for optimal early childhood 

development.ò 
Dr. Clyde Hertzman Director 

Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP)

COMMUNITY INFLUENCES . . .



ECD Mapping PROJECT 

COMPONENTS

ÅEarly Development Instrument (EDI)

ÅStatistics Canada Socio-economic Data (SES)

ÅCommunity Assets 

ÅMapping of Data

ÅMobilizing Communities

Learning Supports Division
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Early 

Development 

Instrument 

(EDI)
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Five developmental domains:

ÅPhysical Health and Well-Being

ÅSocial Competence

ÅEmotional Maturity

ÅLanguage and Cognitive Development

ÅCommunication Skills and General 

Knowledge
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Profile of Development
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Socio-demographic Data (SES) 

ÅStatistics Canada data from 2006

ÅSocio-economic factors that influence 

childrenôs development

ÅIndex each community will be created using 

factors such as:

average family income

household moves

motherôs level of education
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Community Features Mapping 

ÅInventories of local services, programs 

and facilities for families with young 

children

ÅInformation from the communities on 

the qualities of their environments 

that may affect early development






