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NThe earl i est experiences of
childhood reach long into Ear|y Years
adulthoodéEarly expeéeriences
establish the architecture of
the brain and the
developmental trajectories for
the learning, behaviour, and
health of individuals and
popul ations. o

McCain, Mustard and
Schanker

Early Years Study (March
2007)
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PROJECT PURPOSES . ..

ATo find out about the developmental

progress of the preschool children
throughout Alberta

ATo find ways of helping communities
Improve the developmental trajectories in

the first four years of life.




PROJECT GOAL

Improved Early
Childhood
Outcomes




PROJECT CORNERSTONES
Criticality of the early years before school

Importance of socio-economic influences
on the family and early childhood
development

Important role of community support for
families and young children




THE EARLY YEARS . ..

ABefore age 5
ASensitive period re impacts
ACritical for later development




OSENSI TI VE PERI ODSO0 A N EARLY
BRAIN DEVELOPMENT
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RATES OF RETURN TO HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
INVESTMENT ACROSS ALL AGES
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC INFLUENCES . . .

NSES I s associ ated with soci
and developmental outcomes:
birth weight, academic c -

achievement, physical and
mental health, literacy, criminal 7 "
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behaviour and Ilfes.“
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McCain, Mustard and Schanker
Early Years Study (March 2007)
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COMMUNITY INFLUENCES . . .

NStrong communities proyv
families with young children by encouraging
opportunities for optimal early childhood

devel opment . o

Dr. Clyde Hertzman Director
Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP)

Learning Supports Division



ECD Mapping PROJECT
COMPONENTS

Early Development Instrument (EDI)

Statistics Canada Socio-economic Data (SES)
Community Assets

Mapping of Data

Mobilizing Communities




Early
Development
Instrument
(=5))
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Five developmental domains:

APhysical Health and Well-Being

ASocial Competence

AEmotional Maturity

ALanguage and Cognitive Development

ACommunication Skills and General
Knowledge




Profile of Development




Socio-demographic Data (SES)

AStatistics Canada data from 2006

ASocio-economic factors that influence
chil drenos devel opment
Alndex each community will be created using
factors such as:
average family income
household moves

mot her 6s | ev el o f ed




Community Features Mapping

Alnventories of local services, programs
and facilities for families with young
children

Alnformation from the communities on
the qualities of their environments
that may affect early development




Early Childhood Development Community Mapping Project (Edmonton)

Saocial Vulnerability Levels of Edmonton Neighbourhoods
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Legend
Social Vulnerability Levels

|:] No Data Collected

Social Vulnerability Indicators:
Unemployment Rate

Low Income

Education

Lone Parent Families
Language

Immigration

Mobility

Owned Dwellings

Government Transfer Payments
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Data Source: 2001 Census

The information presented in this
map is accurate to the best of our
knowledge using the data available.
We accept no liability for the use

or misuse of this information.
EA BRI B IR K g O Acaw 119 ™S






